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proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
Ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technical
collection techniques for other forms of
information technology.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: To request
more information on the proposed
project or to obtain a copy of the data
collection plans and instruments,
contact, Dr. Bruce Simons-Morton,
Chief, Prevention Research Branch,
Division of Epidemiology, Statistics and
Prevention Research, National Institutes
of Child Health and Human
Development, 6100 Executive Blvd.,
Room 7B05, Bethesda, MD 20892–7510,
or call non-toll free number (301) 496–
1126 or E-mail your request, including
your return address to bm79K@nih.gov.
COMMENT DUE DATE: Comments regarding
this information collection are best
assured of having their full effect if
received within 30 days of the date of
this publication.

Dated: June 29, 1999.
Michael H. Rosenthal,
Acting Executive Officer, NICHD.
[FR Doc. 99–17229 Filed 7–6–99; 8:45 am]
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(NIH), PHS, DHHS.
ACTION: Notice of an opportunity for a
Cooperative Research and Development
Agreement.

SUMMARY: The National Institute of
Dental and Craniofacial Research
(NIDCR), Craniofacial Developmental
Biology and Regeneration Branch, has
developed technology in the area of the
metastasis of breast and prostate cancer
to bone and wishes to further develop
that technology. Therefore, the NIDCR
seeks an agreement with a
pharmaceutical or biotechnology
company to develop diagnostics and
therapeutics related to osteonectin and/

or its receptor on metastatic cancer
cells.

The spread of tumor cells (metastasis)
to distant organs is the leading cause of
morbidity and death in cancer. In order
to spread, tumor cells must detach from
the primary tumor, enter the circulation,
and attach to organs able to support
their further growth. To enter and exit
the circulation, tumor cells must
degrade tissue and matrix barriers, but
the underlying mechanism for the organ
specific metastasis of prostate and breast
cancer to bone is not understood. For
instance, it is not clear whether these
calls only invade and grow in bone, or
whether they invade many tissues but
survive mainly in bone. NIDCR
scientists have found that
chemoinvasion of different prostate and
breast cancer cell lines through
basement membrane is several fold
greater in response to bone extracts than
to extracts from other tissues. Control
studies showed that invasion of
melanoma and fibrosarcoma cells is not
stimulated by bone extracts. The bone
extracts and partially purified materials
had no effect on prostate cancer cell
growth (in-vitro or in-vivo). The active
factor from bone which promoted
prostate cell invasion was purified and
shown to be a glycosylated derivative of
osteonectin. Moreover, osteonectin was
found to specifically induce matrix
metalloprotease activity in both breast
and prostate cancer cells, which both
invade bone. No induction was
observed with three non bone
metastasizing cell lines (3T3, HT1080
and B16F10). More recently, a cellular
receptor for osteonectin, which is
elevated on breast and prostate cancer
cells but not on melanoma or 3T3 cells,
has been identified. Experiments with
subcutaneously implanted minipumps
containing osteonectin have
demonstrated that prostate cancer cells
preferentially metastasize to the site of
the implant and form tumors, whereas
control pumps containing saline or a
non active bone fraction did not show
this activity. These data suggest that
invasion of bone by prostate cancer cells
is mediated by osteonectin.

A CRADA partner is sought to
participate in the development of
antibodies or diagnostic tools to
quantitate the osteonectin receptor, as it
may be a marker for tumors that are
metastasic to bone. If the receptor is
elevated on metastatic cells, then
antagonists can be developed to block
its occupancy and inhibit metastasis to
bone. The collaboration could also
explore whether serum levels of
osteonectin may provide a new and
early diagnostic tool to detect metastasis
of breast and prostate cancer cells.

Improvement in the understanding of
the mechanisms by which breast and
prostate cancer cell metastasize to bone
could provide an opportunity to
develop diagnostic and therapeutic
reagents.

The proposed duration of the CRADA
is two (2) years.
ADDRESSES: Proposals and questions
about this opportunity may be
addressed to Jacob A. Donkersloot,
Sc.D., Technology Development
Coordinator, NIDCR, tel: (301) 496–
4216, fax: (301) 402–0396 or David A.
Steffes, J.D., Technology Development
and Commercialization Branch,
National Cancer Institute, tel: (301) 496–
0477, fax: (301) 402–2117.
DATES: Interested parties should submit
a one page statement of interest
addressing the collaborator’s ability to
fulfill its collaborative responsibilities.
The statement of interest should be
submitted in writing on or before
September 7, 1999.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
‘‘Cooperative Research and
Development Agreement’’ or ‘‘CRADA’’
is the anticipated joint agreement to be
entered into by the NIDCR pursuant to
the Federal Technology Transfer Act of
1986 as amended by the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement
Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–113 (Mar. 7,
1996)) and by Executive Order 12591 of
October 10, 1987.

The CRADA objective is the rapid
publication of research results and the
timely commercialization of improved
diagnostics and/or therapeutics in the
areas of breast and prostate cancer
metastasis to bone.

Under a CRADA, the NIDCR can
contribute facilities, staff, materials, and
expertise to the effort. The NIDCR
cannot contribute funding. The CRADA
collaborator receives an exclusive
option to negotiate an exclusive or non-
exclusive license to Government
intellectual property rights arising
under the CRADA in a pre-determined
field of use and may qualify as a co-
inventor of new technology developed
under the CRADA.

Background information, including
reprints of this announcement and
issued patents, is available from the
above-referenced address. Patent
applications and pertinent information
not yet publicly described can be
obtained under a Confidential
Disclosure Agreement.

CRADA proposals will be evaluated
under the following criteria:
—Corporate research and development

competencies
—Demonstrated abilities to productively

collaborate in research programs
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—The nature of resources to be
contributed to the collaboration

—Key staff expertise, qualifications and
relevant experience

—Willingness to assign technical staff to
on-site collaborative efforts

—Ability to effectively commercialize
new discoveries
The roles of the Craniofacial

Developmental Biology and
Regeneration Branch for the proposed
CRADA are as follows:

1. Provide project coordination for the
overall development and testing.

2. Further develop and refine animal
models to study bone metastasis and the
role of osteonectin for testing of the
therapeutics.

3. Provide further characterization of
the cellular receptor for osteonectin.

4. Provide in-vitro testing of biological
activity of possible therapeutics with
various cell lines.

5. Provide in-vitro testing of receptor-
based diagnostics.

6. Jointly publish research results.
The roles of the Collaborator under

the proposed CRADA are as follows:
1. Provide project coordination for the

overdevelopment and testing.
2. Develop and provide antibodies or

other tools for diagnostic purposes
based on the cellular receptor. This may
also include peptide mimetics or other
reagents based on the binding site on
osteonectin for its cellular receptor.

3. Determine if the level of
osteonectin in serum is a possible
diagnostic tool and develop an easy and
reliable assay for osteonectin.

4. Develop therapeutics for cancer
metastasis based either on matrix
metalloprotease activity, receptor
antagonists or other acceptable
treatments for patients.

5. Jointly publish research results.
Dated: June 25, 1999.

Kathleen Sybert,
Chief, Technology Development and
Commercialization Branch, NCI.
[FR Doc. 99–17120 Filed 7–6–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of General Medical
Sciences; Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the

provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
General Medical Sciences Special Emphasis
Panel Postdoctoral Research Training.

Date: July 8, 1999.
Time: 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Natcher Building, Conference Room

B, 45 Center Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892.
Contact Person: Irene B. Glowinski,

Scientific Review Administrator, Office of
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
General Medical Sciences, National Institutes
of Health, Natcher Building, Room 1AS–13,
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 594–3663.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.375, Minority Biomedical
Research Support; 93.821, Cell Biology and
Biophysics Research; 93.859, Pharmacology,
Physiology, and Biological Chemistry
Research; 93.862, Genetics and
Developmental Biology Research; 93.88,
Minority Access to Research Careers; 93.96,
Special Minority Initiatives, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: June 20, 1999.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,
Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy, NIH.
[FR Doc. 99–17226 Filed 7–6–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development; Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which

would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development
Special Emphasis Panel P01 grant
application review.

Date: July 26–27, 1999.
Time: 7:30 pm to 2:00 pm.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Inn and Conference Center, UMUC,

University Boulevard at Adelphi Road,
College Park, MD 20742.

Contact Person: Gopal M. Bhatnagar,
Scientific Review Administrator, Division of
Scientific Review, National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development, National
Institutes of Health, PHS, DHHS, 9000
Rockville Pike, 6100 Bldg., Room 5E01,
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–1485.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.209, Contraception and
Infertility Loan Repayment Program; 93.864,
Population Research; 93.865, Research for
Mothers and Children; 93.929, Center for
Medical Rehabilitation Research, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: June 30, 1999.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,
Committee Management Officer, NIH.
[FR Doc. 99–17227 Filed 7–6–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institute of Health

Center for Scientific Review; Closed
Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel.

Date: July 8–9, 1999.
Time: 7:00 pm to 5:30 pm.
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant

applications.
Place: Holiday Inn—Silver Spring, 8777

Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
Contact Person: Nancy Shinowara, Center

for Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4208,
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